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The Nile was an important part of the ancient Egyptian spiritual life. The god named 
Hapy was the deification of the annual floods, and both he and the pharaoh were thought 
to control the flooding of the Nile. The Nile was considered to be a causeway from life to 
death and the afterlife. The east was thought of as a place of birth and growth, and the 
west was considered the place of death, as the god Ra, the Sun, underwent birth, death, 
and resurrection each day as he crossed the sky. Thus, all tombs were located west of the 
Nile, because the Egyptians believed that in order to enter the afterlife, they must be 
buried on the side that symbolized death.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nile   
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